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Chairperson’s Letter
Dear Coopersville Friends,

I’m Jose C. Gomez, the chair of the Coopersville Area Community Foundation, and it’s 
my honor to share the news of the foundation with you. 

Look inside to learn more about Karen and Robert Lemmen, who recently opened a 
designated organization fund, and see highlights of our recent grant to the Coopersville 
School’s Preschool Program. And don’t miss the interview with one of our dearest  
donors, Gerald Walt.

In October, we gathered 33 people from the community for a bus tour that showcased many 
of the organizations that have received grants from us over the years. As one person said, 
“I’ve lived in this town a long time, but I never knew the Coopersville Foundation helped 
support so many people and areas in town.” Our grants committee has been busy awarding 
grants to local nonprofits—the next grant deadline is coming up at the end of March.  

We could not exist without the support of this community. Gifts of all sizes enable us 
to support diverse community needs, many of which will change over time. One of the 
easiest ways to support our work is to make a gift to our Community Action Fund.  
This Fund will always be here to help us respond in the good times, the bad, and all of  
those in-between.

Thank you for your continued support. We are here for good, for ever, for Coopersville!

 Sincerely,

 Jose C. Gomez
 Chair, Coopersville Area Community Foundation Advisory Board
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Scholarship Deadline: March 1, 2018
The scholarship application is now open! Coopersville Area 
Community Foundation scholarships are awarded competitively 
based on criteria set by donors. These criteria could include 
financial need, the school the applicant is attending, academic 
achievement, as well as personal or career goals. The 
Community Foundation has a rigorous internal selection 
process for each scholarship decision, and each applicant is 
reviewed in depth, and considered thoroughly. Our scholarship 

program is simple. You are able to apply once for all foundation 
scholarships you may be eligible for. Once your application is 
submitted, you will be eligible for all those for which you meet 
the requirement.

Incentivized deadline is February 15, 2018. Visit  
www.ghacf.org/scholarships/earlyapp/ for more information.



The Lemmen family has grown up giving back. 
As a young family, the people of Coopersville 
supported their family and business, so they 
shopped at the local stores to support those 
families in return. In the process, they have seen 
Coopersville come together, grow, and bond as 
a community and become a great place to live.

Now, they are continuing this tradition with 
their children and grandchildren. Currently, 
individuals age 70 1/2 and older are required  
to take an annual minimum distribution from 
their IRA, and the Lemmens chose to give  
back to Coopersville by contributing their 
distribution to a designated organization fund. 
The entire family sat down together at the 
family dining room table and talked about  
their options. “It is important to teach the  
kids to give and have philanthropy in their 
hearts. We need to learn to give and share  
our blessings,” said Karen.   

Kids Hope of Coopersville is close to their heart. The  
entire Lemmen family—parents, kids, and grandkids— 
decided to make a planned gift from their IRA to this program. 

The Kids Hope volunteers lead young kids by tutoring, 
mentoring, and giving them hope. “We want to share  
our hope and love with these kids. It supports the people of  
the community.”

In our most recent grant round, we awarded $2,000 to the 
Coopersville School’s Preschool Program. The program’s 
mission is to inspire all students to embrace a lifelong love  
of learning, to achieve their goals and to be compassionate 
citizens who contribute to a global community.

This grant will provide partial scholarships for children to 
attend a quality three-year old preschool program. Nancy 
Dodge, the director of the CAPS Preschool Program said,  
“We want all children in our community to be able to go to  
our quality preschool program.” 

Sadly, Mrs. Dodge passed away in December after a battle 
with cancer. We are honored to support the preschool program, 
which helps our youngest community members and takes Mrs. 
Dodge’s passion for children into the future. 

Recent Grant: Coopersville School’s Preschool Program

Are you part of a nonprofit organization, a unit of 
government, an educational institution or a church?  
If so, your organization might be eligible to apply  
for a Community Foundation grant. 

Our next grant deadline is:  
March 30, 2018. 
Please send grant inquiries to Kari Fuller at  
kfuller@coopersville-cf.org or call her at  
842-6378 x107 if you have any questions.

Grant Deadline

Karen & Robert Lemmen Children’s Fund



Community  
Action Fund
The Community Action Fund addresses 
a broad range of critical needs, including 
future needs that can’t always be 
anticipated. This Fund  invests in our 
community in a way that allows your 
gift the most flexibility and impact 
today, and in the future. We are able to 
be a flexible and responsive community 
grantmaker because of the generous  
gifts that have come to this Fund. The 
more the Coopersville community 
invests in the Community Action Fund, 
the more we will be able to support  
our community. 

No gift is too small—every dollar 
helps. We have enclosed an envelope 
that you can use to support this critical 
Coopersville Fund. Thank you!

Foundation Bus Tour

In December, the boards and YACs of the Coopersville Area, Allendale, and Grand Haven 
Area Community Foundations gathered at the Spring Lake Country Club for a social hour. 
Despite the snowy roads, it was a wonderful way to celebrate all the good work we do!

On a pleasant evening in early October, a group of 33 donors 
and board members boarded a bus for a tour of 14 businesses 
and organizations within the community that have received 
grants from the community foundation over the years. 
Coopersville area residents are very important to the future 
of our community and we wanted to show them the impact 
their donations have made. 

We visited areas of Coopersville where a gift, a grant, a fund, 
or a scholarship has touched a life, an organization, or the 
community. Each place represents how someone’s passion 
has created positive gains for Coopersville. The tour began at 
Sheridan Park’s new pavilion, then toured the following places:

›› Pavilion at Sheridan Park
›› Coopersville High School Marching Band
›› Coopersville Recreation Soccer Fields
›› Coopersville Preschool
›› Coopersville Area Community Foundation
›› Coopersville Recreation Softball Fields
›› Coopersville Library
›› Coopersville Pocket Park
›› Perennial Park
›› Coopersville Farm Museum
›› Coopersville Historical Museum
›› Veteran’s Park for Coopersville Recreation
›› Roundabout
›› Coopersville Cares

These places represent wide ranges of interests, and we 
support these deep roots and different cultural experiences. 
Our children learn to play a sport, an instrument, or learn to 
read, but they are also learning to use good sportsmanship or 
good citizenship.

Even though the people on the tour may see these places 
every day, or perhaps even live next door, they learned how 
they have touched lives that they may have never know and 
left a mark in the community—for good, for ever.

We care deeply about our home and are committed to 
bringing people together to forever care for it. We continue 
to work to strengthen our community by enabling people 
and organizations to support existing funds as well as create 
charitable funds that address a wide range of issues. Your 
community foundation is here to help you make a lasting 
difference in the community that you love. We can help you 
create your personal legacy and support the diverse needs of 
our community. Gifts come in all shapes and sizes – every 
single gift, no matter the size, impacts this community forever.

Board Holiday Gathering
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At the age of 93, Gerald says he’s lucky. 
In 1945 at the age of 18, he was drafted by 
the Air Force and trained as a mechanic 
to fix B-29 airplanes during World War 
II.  Fortunately for him, Japan surrendered 
before he finished his training and he served 
his country in the Pacific on Guam after the 
war officially ended. 

Gerald was born and raised on the Walt 
farm in Coopersville, he returned here after 
the war. He took his machine and engine 
training and became a “Tool and Die guy” 
at Lee Products in Coopersville, where he 
worked for over 39 years. 
Today, he says his family, the church, 
the Coopersville community, and the VA 
program help keep him living at home on his 
30-acre farm. “I was raised by my family to 
support the community,” Gerald says. “I may 
not be rich, but I also do not have any bills 
either. I am happy to do what I can do for the 
community. I wish I could do more. If I won 
the lottery, I would still give my money to 
the church and to the community.”  
Gerald says he is lucky. Coopersville 
certainly is lucky to have such a great man 
supporting our community.

“I was raised by my family 
to support the community.”


