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Scholarship Deadline: March 1, 2019
The scholarship application is now open! Coopersville 
Area Community Foundation scholarships are awarded 
competitively based on criteria set by donors. These criteria 
could include financial need, the school the applicant is 
attending, academic achievement, as well as personal or career 
goals. The Community Foundation has a rigorous internal 
selection process for each scholarship decision, and each 
applicant is reviewed in depth, and considered thoroughly. 

Our scholarship program is simple. You are able to apply once 
for all foundation scholarships you may be eligible for. Once 
your application is submitted, you will be eligible for all those 
for which you meet the requirement.

Incentivized deadline is February 15, 2019. Visit  
www.ghacf.org/scholarships/earlyapp/for more information.

Dear Friends,

I’m Jeff Johnson, the chair of the Coopersville Area Community Foundation, and I’d like 
to share the news of the foundation with you. 

We recently awarded over $6,000 to area nonprofit organizations, including a grant to 
Pack It Up, which provides free bagged meals to area youth. Our board celebrated the 
holidays with our affiliate foundation partners, including the new president of the Grand 
Haven Area Community Foundation, our parent organization. And our scholarship 
application is now open!

We could not exist without the support of this community. Gifts of all sizes enable us 
to support diverse community needs, many of which will change over time. One of the 
easiest ways to support our work is to make a gift to our Community Action Fund.  
This Fund will always be here to help us respond in the good times, the bad, and all of  
those in-between.

If you’re looking for a way to memorialize a loved one, consider opening a fund in their 
honor, or giving a gift to our Community Action Fund. We are able to be a flexible and 
responsive community grantmaker because of the generous gifts that have come to this 
Fund. The more the Coopersville community invests in the Community Action Fund, the 
more we will be able to help our community. 

Thank you for your continued support. We are here for good, for ever, for Coopersville!

 Sincerely,

 Jeff Johnson
 Chair, Coopersville Area Community Foundation Advisory Board

Jeff Johnson, Chair

Would you like to  
learn more about  
opening a fund or  
how you can give? 

Contact Kari Fuller at  
kfuller@coopersville-cf.org  

or 616-842-6378 x107.  
Or donate online at  
coopersville-cf.org.



We’re growing the next generation of leaders who will change 
the world. That’s one of the goals of the Coopersville High 
School FFA, a non-profit fund holder with the CACF. This task 
includes learning about leadership, public speaking, hard work, 
team skills, and self-confidence. To do this, the FFA is learning 

the science behind 
growing crops at 
the CAPS Land 
Lab, raising 
livestock, tending 
a community 
garden at the 
Poor Farm in 
Eastmanville, 
fundraising for 
Coopersville 

Cares, and touring businesses, science labs, and even the GVSU 
Research Boat in Muskegon.

Members attended the FFA Michigan State Convention in 
March 2018 and the FFA National Convention in November 
2018. There, they competed in leadership, speaking, and chapter 
contests, representing Coopersville well. Kent Bollinger, FFA 
leader and CHS agricultural science teacher says, “Our students 
are a great example of our school’s total story.” 

The group got back just in time 
to help deliver a litter of piglets, 
and now FFA members are 
learning how to care for them. 
Next summer, the FFA students 
will show the full-grown pigs 
at the Berlin Fair with hopes to 
sell them to the highest bidder 
at an auction. Some of the funds 
earned from this, and through 
other FFA projects, go back into 
their endowed organizational fund for future programs and 
opportunities, helping its members to develop their own unique 

We recently awarded $6,046 in grants to support the  
Coopersville community, including $2,000 to Coopersville 
United Methodist Church’s Pack It Up program.

Pack It Up provides free evening meals to any Coopersville 
Area Public Schools PreK-12 student who requests assistance. 
This program is designed to impact youth by ensuring they 
have the nutrition and energy needed to support the healthy 
development of their brains and bodies by supplementing their 
nutritional needs at dinner time.

Adequate nutrition is the cornerstone of developmental  
success—physically, academically, and socially. Pack It Up 
provides students with the calories they need to support their 
physical and mental development. The program expects to 
serve approximately 130 students a day during the current 
school year, and, since its inception in 2013, has served over 
123,720 meals. 

Additional grants include:

• Pathways of Arbor Circle — $1,000 for Substance Abuse 
Prevention Parent Education at Coopersville Schools. 

• Polkton Charter Township— $1,177 to install an ADA  
ramp at South Evergreen School’s rear entrance.

• Junior Achievement of Michigan Great Lakes — $1,000  
to deliver programs covering financial literacy, workforce  
readiness, entrepreneurship, and STEM awareness to CAPS 
elementary students.

• Ottawa Intermediate School District — $869 to support  
Ottawa Community School Network programming, including 
the implementation of small groups to increase social skills, 
start a Tier One Attendance Initiative to encourage daily  
attendance for elementary-aged students, provide beverages  
and snacks for community parenting classes, and supply  
emergency funds for student needs. 

Final Grants of 2018

Are you part of a nonprofit organization, a unit of 
government, an educational institution or a church?  
If so, your organization might be eligible to apply  

for a Community Foundation grant. 

Our next grant deadline is:  
March 29, 2019. 

Please send grant inquiries to Kari Fuller at  
kfuller@coopersville-cf.org or call her at  
842-6378 x107 if you have any questions.

Grant Deadline

Fund Feature: Coopersville High School FFA



Foundation Welcomes 
New President

talents and explore their interests in a broad 
range of career pathways. 

Kathleen Zahm, an FFA student officer says, 
“FFA has changed me for the better. FFA has 
taught me public speaking skills, teamwork 
skills, hard work, how to work towards my 
goals, and so much more. I have made so  
many friends through FFA from all across the 
state and the country. When I’m at my future 
job and need to give a presentation or work  

with a customer, I will be able to speak to them and feel comfortable and 
not be afraid.”

In October, our parent 
organization, the Grand 
Haven Area Community 
Foundation, announced 
the appointment of 
Hadley Streng as the  
new President.

“I’m excited that the 
Foundation’s next chapter 
will be in Hadley’s very 

capable hands,” said Randy Hansen, GHACF Board 
of Trustees Chair. “There is no doubt she will lead 
our new strategy and outstanding team in service 
to impact our communities.”

Originally from Grand Haven, Streng has spent 
the past two decades in the greater Chicago area. 
She has a strong background in strategic planning, 
community outreach and engagement, and 
nonprofit governance.

“It is an honor to be selected to serve as the next 
president of the GHACF,” said Streng. “I look 
forward to working with the board, staff, donors, 
and community members to continue to advance 
the incredible work of the foundation.”

In December, the boards and YACs of the Coopersville Area, Allendale, and 
Grand Haven Area Community Foundations gathered at the Spring Lake 
Country Club for a social hour. It was a wonderful way to celebrate all the 
good work we do for our communities!

Board Holiday Gathering
Fall Event

On a cozy, rainy night in October, supporters of 
the Coopersville Area Community Foundation 
gathered together at the home of Valerie and Ira 
Engeltjes, who graciously hosted the event. We 
enjoyed food and fellowship while discussing the 
common goal  
to enhance and  
strengthen the  
Coopersville  
Area Community  
through the work  
of the foundation.

Legacy members Arno and Judy Driedger

Jeff and Carolyn Johnson



Why We Give: FFA Alumni
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“As a non-profit, we need to make 
our funds grow and support them 
forever. How do we do this?” said 
Kevin Wierenga, past-president 
of the FFA Alumni. They saw the 
Coopersville Area Community 
Foundation as a place to invest their 
money and meet their financial 
goals. “This was a long-term 
investment for our group and we 
want it in place forever.”
The FFA Alumni supports CHS 
students as they learn about agriculture, 
chemistry, teaching, natural sciences, and 
business—whether directly connected to 
agriculture or not. “The past members 

fondly remember working the land available 
at school,” said Wierenga. He asked, “How 
can we bring that experience back to the 
students?” They created the FFA Land Lab, 
which teaches the students valuable skills in 
maintaining a successful crop.   
The Coopersville Area Community 
Foundation is proud to be a partner with the 
Coopersville FFA Alumni, the Coopersville 
FFA, and the schools in helping all people 
develop their unique talents in a variety of 
career pathways. 

“ How do we help students 
learn for their future and 
how can we support them 
financially into that future?” 
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